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Chinese Flagship Graduate 
Interprets for the Governor of 
Ohio, Ted Strickland

On October 28th, the State of Ohio 
celebrated the 30th anniversary 
of the state’s cooperation with 

Hubei province in China. Matthew Garner 
served as an interpreter for Ohio Governor 
Ted Strickland in welcoming the visiting 
delegation. Garner interpreted the opening 
remarks for an audience of close to 30 
educators, businessmen, and government 
officials from throughout Ohio.  

During dinner, Garner sat with 
Governor Strickland and delegation 
leader Mr. Yang, serving as a translator 
for both officials.  He noted, “You’re in 
the background and no one notices you, 
then you speak Chinese for everyone and 
that’s when people start paying attention.  
He reiterated that the strength of Flagship 
students is learning what to do at the right 
moment in a Chinese setting, here through 
facilitating dialogue through culturally 
appropriate exchange.

In the Spotlight: Board to Advise on Strategic Plan 
for Chinese Flagship Center

The OSU K-12 Chinese Flagship 
Center formed its Advisory Board 
during the summer of 2009.  The 

current board has 11 members from the 
business, education and government 
sectors.  The first Advisory Board meeting 
was held on December 1 on the OSU 
campus.  The purpose of the meeting was 
to present the status of K-12 Chinese in 
Ohio and seek inputs from the attending 
board members (pictured above) to 
improve the center’s strategic planning.

The Advisory Board meeting began with 
welcome and opening remarks from Galal 
Walker, OSU Chinese Flagship Center 
Director.  After the opening remarks, he 
presented “The Current Status of K-12 
Chinese in Ohio.”  Jane Ensign from Metro 
High School moderated the discussion on 
strategic planning. 

The strategic planning discussion 
focused on efforts to improve 
understanding and cohesiveness, in 

regards to international education, 
throughout the K-12 system.  Connecting 
students’ education to concrete career 
goals was identified as a method of 
conveying the importance of Chinese 
language study.  Finally, developing well 
articulated Chinese programs between 
K-12 schools and colleges is vital to 
help the students to become global 
professionals in the 21st century. 

The creation of a Public Relations 
committee was identified as a means of 
promoting Chinese language programs in 
Ohio as well as to potential investors and 
clients.  

The meeting concluded with a 
discussion on future funding availability 
for the OSU Chinese Flagship Center.  
The program will be dependent on Federal 
Funding for at least three more years.  In 
order to ensure future sustainability of the 
program, supplemental funding sources 
must be identified. 

Advisory Board members and OSU staff (Front row left to right: Jun Liu, Kara Babb, 
Sunny Zong and Margo Wolanin. Back row left to right: Mari Noda, Kun Shi, Weiying 
Sui, Donna Nesbitt, Kimberley Kirkendall, Yu-Lan Lin, Richard Petrick, Hank Langhals, 
Brad Mitchell, Galal Walker, Patrick McAloon, and Jane Ensign. Not pictured: Deborah 
Scherer.) See page 4 for a complete list of advisory board members.

2007 graduate Matthew Garner (left) with 
the Governor of Ohio Ted Strickland (right) 
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FLAP Grants Help Ohio 
Schools to Start or Maintain 
Chinese Programs

East Central Ohio Educational 
Service Center was recently 
awarded $291,564 Foreign 

Language Assistance Program (FLAP) 
grant from the U.S. Department of 
Education to further develop the current 
distance learning Chinese language 
programs.  The funding made it possible 
to expand the program from Dover High 
School to five other school districts 
(Coshocton, Dresden, Zanesville, Heath, 
and Sandusky) in the 2009-10 school year. 

The Dover High School Chinese 
program is a successful distance learning 
model created through a partnership 
between the school district and the Ohio 
State University.  The support allows the 
Chinese teacher to interact directly with 
her students from the Metro High School 
building.

The FLAP grant was also awarded 
to two other Chinese programs in Ohio: 
Cleveland Heights-University Heights City 
School District ($177,746) and Summit 
County Educational Service Center 
($300,000).

The OSU K-12 Chinese Flagship 
Center is working closely with the East 
Central Ohio Educational Service Center to 
implement its Chinese language program, 
and with another new FLAP grant program 
of the Berks County Intermediate Unit in 
Pennsylvania. 

Gahanna-Jefferson
School District: 
A Star in Chinese Language 
Programs

Situated in central Ohio, Gahanna-
Jefferson Public Schools is a 
suburban school district with an 

enrollment of seven thousand and a 
history of well over a hundred years.  With 
strong support from the district leadership 
and the community, as well as the OSU 

K-12 Chinese Flagship Center and Ohio 
Department of Education, the district has 
developed one of the most comprehensive 
Chinese programs in Ohio.  Recently, its 
application for a Confucius Classroom was 
approved by Asia Society and Hanban, 
and its Chinese partner school is the No. 
2 Middle School affiliated with Yunnan 
Normal University.

The Chinese program first started at 
Lincoln High School three years ago with 
35 students.  In the 2009-10 school year, 
the high school Chinese program has 
expanded to six classes of approximately 
120 students in three levels. 

The year-long Chinese program 
was started last year in five of the 
seven elementary schools.  This year 
approximately 100 students are in their 
second year of the program, and an 
additional 60 students are enrolled in 
Level I. Elementary program is offered in 
grades 2-5 on voluntary basis. 

Currently the district has two full-time 
teachers of Chinese (Mike Kralovic and 
Amanda Lin) and one additional teacher 
(Rita Yeh) on hourly contract.  A guest 
teacher, Longzhu (Stella) Zhai, is working 
with the program through a partnership 
between OSU and Hanban.  They all 
enjoy the support and excellent leadership 
from the two district administrators, Hank 
Langhals and Dr. Rae White.

In the coming school year, the 
district plans to maintain and expand 
the elementary and high school Chinese 
programs, and start the middle school 
program, thus offering Chinese language 

throughout the school district.  For 
more information, please contact Hank 
Langhals (LanghalsH@gjps.org) or Rae 
White” (whiter@gjps.org). 

OSU to Create “Global 
Gateway” in Shanghai, China

President E. Gordon Gee plans for 
Ohio State to become the world’s 
university by expanding its teaching, 

research and physical presence overseas, 
beginning with offices in China, followed 
by India and Brazil.

“We best serve the needs of Ohioans 
and our students with a global strategy 
which assures that our students, our 
businesses, and our citizens compete 
successfully in the world economy,” Gee 
said.

Unlike many universities, Ohio 
State does not want to build campuses 
overseas, but instead create “Global 
Gateways” in other countries. These are 
essentially leased office space which 
would serve as a home base for professors 
doing research abroad, and would help 
staff members recruit more international 
students. Students will also be able to 
complete joint degrees in cooperation with 
local universities.

OSU plans to open its first gateway in 
Shanghai, China, at the end of June 2010, 
followed by Mumbai, India, in 2011, and 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, in 2012.  

Teacher of Chinese, Amanda Lin with her 
students



planning for more Chinese language 
programs.  Susan and William Miller (BCIU 
Administrator) came to the OSU-ODE third 
annual conference on K-12 Chinese in 
December 2009, and invited Galal Walker 
to serve on the BCIU Advisory Board.

The OSU team will again present at the 
BCIU Conference related to K-12 Chinese 
on May 7, 2010.
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20), a joint initiative established by the US 
departments of Education and State.

Outreach to Pennsylvania 
Schools

On April 23-24, 2009, the OSU 
Chinese Flagship Center made 
a major outreach effort to Berks 

County Intermediate Unit (BCIU).  BCIU 
organized the first conference on Chinese 
language and culture (under the name 
of Asian Studies Collaborative), to which 
Galal Walker and Kun Shi were invited as 
keynote speakers.  More than 60 school 
administrators and teachers of Chinese 
attended the conference; many of whom 
are planning to start Chinese language 
programs in the coming school year.

The OSU Chinese Flagship outreach 
is the result of initial contact by Susan 
Calvin, Project Administrator of the BCIU 
Educational Technology Services, to 
seek technical assistance in the BCIU 

Ohio State Ranked in the 
Top 20 Nationally for Study 
Abroad Programs

Ohio State University is ranked 20th 
among the nation’s colleges and 
universities with 1,704 students 

studying abroad. Ohio State also ranks 
sixth in the nation with 1,449 students 
studying abroad on short-term programs. 

The most popular destinations for Ohio 
State students to study abroad include 
United Kingdom, Italy, China, France, 
Germany and Spain. Nationally, the 
leading destinations for studying abroad 
are the United Kingdom, Italy, Spain, 
France and China.

These findings were issued as 
part of the Open Doors 2009 report, 
an annual survey published by the 
Institute of International Education.  The 
Open Doors 2009 report is released as 
part of the nationwide observance of 
International Education Week (Nov. 16-

Tracking the “Level E’s”: Second-year Graduate students in the Chinese Flagship Program
The students have just completed their Internships and are currently in Nanjing for their final quarter of 
graduate study

Jacob Parker: 
MA Student 2010
Domain: 
International 
Trade
Internship: USA 
Pavilion Shanghai 
Expo

Jacob parker joined the USA Pavilion at 
the Shanghai World Expo as an intern 
August 2009.  After several months with 
the USA Pavilion, Jake was  offered a full 
time position as Operations Manager, and 
has since been promoted twice within the 
organization.  In his current position as 
Director of Operations, Parker reports to 
the Chief of Operations and oversees 4 
Managers directly as well as 80 Student 
Ambassadors. 

Micah Wallin: M.A. 
student 2010
Domain: 
Development of 
Wind Energy in 
China
Internship:  Zeyu 
Wind Generator 
Company Ltd

Working to economically create and produce 
a new type of wind turbine which is capable 
of smoothly integrating into China’s developing 
economy has been the focus of my internship 
thus far.  On a daily basis, I explain CAD 
drawings to the engineers or translate 
technical documents or laws for the company. 
Through this process I am gaining a thorough 
understanding of international wind turbine 
laws, technical data and how it all affects wind 
energy development.

Mina Shyu: M.A. 
student 2010
Domain: US-
China Relations
Internship: Ries 
& Ries & Chuang 
& Wong Branding 
Strategy 
Consulting 
Company

In my Internship, my main task is to 
support the consultants as well as perform 
market research in the automotive and 
electronics industries .  Recently, I had 
the chance to serve as an interpreter for 
Al Ries, the CEO of Ries&Ries, during 
his annual trip to China.  In this role, I 
facilitated discussions between Mr. Ries 
and various media outlets, including 
CCTV2, China Marketing magazine, and 
Time Weekly

Presenting at the BCIU conference (left to 
right): Michelle Heryford, Kun Shi, Diana 
Marston Wood, Galal Walker, Pamela 
Kolega, and Kevin Murphy
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“Preparing Americans for China-Related Careers”

The Ohio State University Chinese Flagship Center, under the direction of Dr. 
Galal Walker, is funded by the National Security Education Program.  It is one of 
four Chinese Flagship centers nationally, but is the only center that encompasses 
Kindergarten through Graduate level programs.  The OSU K-12 Chinese Flagship 
Program partners with elementary and secondary schools in Ohio and beyond to 
establish effective Chinese education programs.  The Undergraduate program 
trains beginning and intermediate students, and is the only program of its kind to 
offer a combined Bachelor’s and Master’s degree.  The Graduate program is a 
Master of Arts in East Asian Languages and Literatures with a concentration in 
Advanced Chinese Language and Culture.  The over arching goal of the OSU 
Chinese Flagship Program is to create global professionals that contribute to the 
United States economy and enhance international relations in the 21st century.

Contact Us

The Ohio State University
Chinese Flagship Program
198 Hagerty Hall
1775 S. College Road
Columbus, Ohio 43210

Tel: 614-292-0460
Fax: 614-292-3194
Email: chinese@osu.edu
Web: http://chineseflagship.osu.edu

Advisory Board Members 

Kimberly Kirkendall
President of China Source Link 

Hank Langhal
Director of Pupil Services 
Gahanna-Jefferson Schools

Yu-Lan Lin
Executive Director of CLASS and
Boston Public Schools

Brad Mitchell
OSU-Battelle STEM Education

Donna Nesbitt
International Education 
Coordinator of ODE

James J. Paces
Director of Curriculum
Shaker Heights City Schools

Richard Petrick
Vice Chancellor for Finance
 Board of Regents

Deborah Scherer
Director of Global Markets
Division of ODOD

Randy Smith 
Vice Provost of OSU

Ellis Yan
CEO of TCP, Inc.

Anthony Yen
President of Tenax Corporation

Senator Glenn Visits the 
Chinese Flagship Center

The Chinese Flagship Center at Ohio 
State welcomed former Senator 
John Glenn and his wife Annie on 

January 13th to Hagerty Hall, sharing how 
Chinese Flagship resources can work with 
the Glenn School of Public Affairs as well 

as the state of Ohio to improve US-China 
ties.

In addition to learning about Ohio 
State’s Chinese training programs, the 
Glenns also shared their extensive 
knowledge of China with Flagship 
representatives. Senator Glenn has been 
involved with China since his early days as 
a Marine aviator. Glenn’s descriptions of 
the poverty and hardship of postwar China 
and his depiction of the city at that time 
underscore the amazing development of 
China in the latter half of the 20th Century. 
During his long public career, he has 
visited China several times. The Senator 
has continued to pay attention to the 
development of China and is quick to say 
that the US-China relationship will be the 
most important international relationship 
of the 21st Century.

Collaboration 
between OSU Chinese 
Flagship Center and 
Ohio Department of 
Development (ODOD)

This newsletter was made 
possible by the cooperation 
between the OSU Chinese 

Flagship Center and ODOD to promote 
Chinese language programs and Ohio 
export to China. Further plans for 
the partnership include an event this 
spring as well as a series of projects 
to be announced by press release at 
http://chineseflagship.osu.edu.

 


